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Dear Sir, 
 

Re:CapitalCity Funding 
 

I am writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the Police and Crime Panel for South Wales 
following our consideration of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s medium term financial 
strategy for 2014 – 2018. 
 
At our meeting on 20 January 2014 we received a report on the strategy as part of our 
consideration of the Commissioner’s proposed precept for 2014/15. After considering the 
report and hearing directly from the Police & Crime Commissioner for South Wales, we 
were disappointed to note the funding inequities affecting South Wales Police. Of particular 
concern to the panel was central government’s lack of recognition of Cardiff as the 
CapitalCity of Wales for funding purposes. 
 
It is in relation to the final point that I have been asked to write to you by the Panel. 
 
It is our understanding that whilst the present funding formula does make some provision 
for major events it is only a nominal universal sum multiplied by a population factor. It does 
not reflect the significant number of events held in the CapitalCity of Wales. To place this in 
context it must be understood that the impact of policing Cardiff extends to the policing of 
South Wales and in a typical year the force manages 186 major events. This is a significant 
number and is in complete contrast to other forces who receive the same amount of 
funding as South Wales. We cannot understand how this can be justified.  
 
We know that Cardiff attracts a significant number of events because it is the largest urban 
conurbation in Wales. That requires a commensurate effective affordable policing strategy 
which inevitably impacts on the wider policing requirements across South Wales. 
 
As a Panel we accept and understand the points put forward by the Commissioner that 
Cardiff should receive additional funding because of the following factors: 
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Economy 
 

It has had the highest growth of all the UK core cities in private sector employment over the 
last 10 years. It has the highest number of licensed premises per square mile than any 
other city in the UK and it continues to grow. 
Tourism&Events 
 
The city attracts 12 million visitors a year and is now in the top ten tourist destinations in the 
UK. In an average year there are 400 to 500 events of varying degrees in Cardiff alone. 
This is in stark contrast to other forces that receive funding based on the same funding 
formula but have considerably fewer events to police. 
 
Security 
 

The city is the seat of Welsh Government and attracts an increasing number of 
demonstrations against regional and national policy. 
 
Serious and Organised Crime 
 

There is evidence that Cardiff is being used as a base for non-indigenous organised 
criminal groups with connections with groups in London, Bristol and Manchester. It is 
recognised as the main distribution centre for drugs gangs in South East Wales. 
 
We are informed that the Commissioner and the Chief Constable have made strong 
representations on these matters but have not received a satisfactory explanation as to 
why Cardiff is not in receipt of any additional capital city funding. We are further informed 
by the Commissioner that the Policing Minister has recognised these issues in respect of 
City of London Police by providing extra top sliced funding. We unanimously agree with the 
Commissioner’s position that Cardiff should also be recognised as having a similar special 
status. 
 
Please be assured that, as a Panel, we have and will continue to closely scrutinise the 
decisions of the Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales. You will be aware that 
we agreed with the Commissioner’s request to increase the council tax precept for 2014/15 
by 5%. You may not be aware that we did so with a heavy heart because we also had 
strong regard to the impact on the rate payers in South Wales many of whom are struggling 
with increases in the cost of living. That said we recognised the need to do so because of 
the funding gap faced by the Commissioner and also in order to maintain the level of 
service provided by South Wales Police.  
 
The Panel considers there is an inherent unfairness to the communities across South 
Wales because of the lack of capital city funding for Cardiff which we are informed would 
amount to £2.6 million. It appears to us that the aforementioned communities are in part 
funding Policing that should be provided centrally and we fail to understand why this is not 
recognised.  
 
As a Panel we felt it important to write to you on this matter in support of the Commissioner 
and Chief Constable for South Wales. It would be particularly helpful if you could respond 
to their representations be setting out why Cardiff does not attract this additional funding. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Councillor Ernie Galsworthy 
Chair, Police and Crime Panel for South Wales.   
 
 
cc  Secretary of State for Wales 


